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BLACKMORE, HOOK END & WYATTS GREEN  PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES

Of the Ordinary Meeting of the Blackmore, Hook End & 

Wyatts Green Parish Council held on

THURSDAY 20th JULY 2023 at 7.30pm 

At Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Cllrs R Keeble, (Chairman), K Bennett, N McCarthy, V Dean, K Parkinson, T Lockhart, T Hinton, T Thomas, A Watley, H Cannon. Mrs S Clapham (Clerk), Mrs R Nelson, RFO.   Ward Cllr’s Thomas Bridge & Roger McCheyne. County Cllr Lesley Wagland.
0503
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllrs K Wood, J Clarke.

Vacancies: Judy Lewis’ seat has now become vacant.

0504
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 15th June 2023

The minutes were signed as a correct record by the Chairman with no amendments.

0505
DECLARATION OF INTEREST (for items on the agenda) – None
0506
OPEN FORUM  - No residents were present for the Open Forum.   
0507
 PROGRESS/CHECK REPORT –  
· The September 2024 USAAF commemorative service for the 80th anniversary of the crash in Blackmore – Cllr Keeble advised he had received confirmation from the Vicar at St Laurence Church confirming she will be happy to preside at the service and a date will be set shortly.
0508           CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS – 

The Clerk had received the completed grant application from Blackmore Primary School. They had requested a donation towards the swimming pool running costs. It was proposed by Cllr McCarthy and unanimously agreed that a grant of £750 be awarded.








Action:  RFO to organise payment
0509
REPORTS OF BOROUGH / ESSEX COUNTY COUNCILLORS   
· The newly re-surfaced road – Meadow Rise – completed 19th & 20th July ’23 by ECC - Cllr Cannon had received some complaints from residents that they had received late notification, which was also incorrectly dated, of the imminent roadworks. This meant that they had to move their vehicles off the road at the last minute. Cllr Cannon also said that the re-surfacing seemed inferior or incorrectly laid and had breaks at the outer edges. She asked if the surfacing was finished or needed further attention.
Cllr Wagland stated that she had previously stipulated in relation to the same surfacing materials used at the Paddocks, Ingatestone, that it required some ‘bedding in’ time before the road would look its best. It is also a completely different product to tarmac. This surface is much more durable and has a longer life span than traditional tarmac. It is the best road surface that is available and should last for around 50 years and people need to be made aware that over time it will improve. She also stated that any ‘snagging’ will be duly carried out by the Contractor. The most important thing is to manage people’s expectations during the early stages. She also mentioned that the literature went out in due time to allow residents to move their vehicles and the best time to notify residents is just before any works, if it is too far away people simply forget. Cllr Cannon felt that residents would prefer to be notified earlier but she would relay Cllr Wagland’s comments back to the residents accordingly.

Cllr Wagland reported:

· The pothole Initiative had re-opened – Two areas had been submitted during round one for Blackmore road and also Beehive Chase. The Clerk will provide others for round two of the initiative.

· The Locality fund is open - £16,000 is available in total to be divided between the four Brentwood Council areas. Cllr Wagland has a total available budget of £5,000 for Parish and Community projects.  The CIF fund is also up and running for applications.

· Plovers Mead broken road surface as reported by Cllr Judy Lewis previously, will be undertaken as a priority as this road defect now shows a rocking movement and is categorised as urgent. 


Cllr McCheyne reported:
· The 61 bus loop into Plovers Mead is still in consultation. It was felt that removal of the loop would stop the problems with the dis-lodged kerb stones and broken road surfacing, as reported above. He had also monitored the usage and it was very under-used during this phase of the journey. Cllr McCarthy felt that it was fairly well-used, as he had often witnessed, and that the elderly who relied on this service into Brentwood Town centre might suffer as a result of its removal, especially as it would mean walking to Church road to catch the bus which is considerably further to walk. Cllr McCarthy said that the 8am service is particularly well used by school children and the busier timetable does not take in the Wyatts Green loop anyway. Previous discussions had covered the possibility of using a smaller bus which would easily navigate the Wyatts Green loop into Plovers Mead. However, the bus company cannot swap between big and small buses as it would not be economically viable. Cllr McCheyne said that It is important that feedback is given by the bus users during the consultation if the loop is to remain in service.

Cllr Bridge reported:

· The NATs visit week commencing 7th August – All jobs to be passed to him as soon as possible. The NATs will trim the hedge along Nine Ashes Road and Jericho Place as reported by the PC. 
· The Dunton Hills LDP development scheme will generally inform the S106 monies in the LDP.
· The change of Administration is still underway at BBC. They are currently working on the ULEZ scrappage scheme.

POLICY & RESOURCES

0510
Finance - Payments made online:



S Clapham – 
Pension -

HMRC –

Mrs R Nelson –  
Kelhatch Press - £1500.00 – inv. no. 4197 – Herald magazine production.

CF Corporate - £744.00 (inc.VAT) photocopier annual direct debit.
Castle Water - £7.92 inc.VAT – War Memorial water supply
MDL - £1148.47 inc. VAT – June grass cutting

Blackmore Parochial Charity -  £610.00- quarterly payment for field rent

Lawn Doctor - £13,222.80 inc.VAT – seeding and sanding of Walter Hobbs field 

Matthews Plants - £480.00 inc.vat – Parish planting

ROSPA Play Safety - £349.80 inc.VAT – Annual play area inspections

Interact Technology - £41.53 – VOIP phone

Trevor Brown - £349.60 – Internal Audit

W Hart Cars - £738.38 inc. VAT – annual service and MOT and £318.79 inc. VAT for replacement brakes.

Payments made on the PC Credit Card: Nil

Cash drawn: - Nil 

Transfers: – Nil
Memberships:- Nil
Income/receipts/Reimbursements:   £10,444.00 received from Football Club.
0511
FINANCIAL REPORT to 30th June 2023




All in accordance with the Finance reports circulated ahead of the meeting, with no amendments.

0512
FINANCIAL POWERS

No new reports.
0513
PLANNING COMMITTEE


The Planning Committee had not met since the last Parish Council meeting due to no new planning applications being received.    Cllr Lockhart confirmed that the next meeting is scheduled for 31st July 2023 – 10.00am, Zoom.  

       PARKS & OPEN SPACES 
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 17th July 2023 at 10.00 a.m. (Zoom) were circulated prior to the meeting.  The Minutes were accepted and the following items were further discussed/approved.
0514
New see-saws for both Mill Lane and Walter Hobbs Play areas – Quotations had been received and discussed at the POS meeting. 

Broad Mead Leisure had quoted £1400 for supply of see-saw, plus £750 installation, to include 4 rubber mats. TOTAL £2150.00. As recommended by the POS Committee, Cllr Lockhart proposed approval of the above expenditure (per site), which was unanimously agreed. Note: The Mill Lane expenditure had previously been approved at the June PC meeting.


Addendum: At the August P&R meeting a bigger see-saw was approved as the Committee felt a larger, more robust see-saw was needed to replace the existing larger one at Walter Hobbs. The following expenditure was subsequently approved in principle: £2,500.00, subject to the Clerk obtaining alternative quotes. Action: Clerk to source further quotes
0515
Walter Hobbs – single ended kick wall repairs – Quotations had been received and considered by the Committee. However, as there were various options of floor surfacing which would suit both football and basketball games, the Clerk was asked to re-visit the options/quotations with Paul Tucker. Action:  Clerk to contact Broadmead
0516
Walter Hobbs aerial runway (eroded ground along the central runway) - Quotations had been received. Paul Tucker had quoted £750.00 for rubber mulch between the two landing mounts. As recommended by the POS Committee, Cllr Parkinson proposed the above expenditure which was unanimously agreed.    Action: Clerk to place the order with Broadmead.
0517
Ted Marriage Toddler swings – Decay to wooden components. Quotations had been sought. As recommended by the POS Committee, Cllr Cannon proposed the expenditure of £1250.00 be approved, which was unanimously agreed. This would include all decaying wood is replaced but using the existing steel ground shoes, chains and seats.  Action: Clerk to place the order with Broadmead.
0518
All Recreation areas – regular routine external play area inspection service –The 2023 annual ROSPA inspection had recently been undertaken. However, Broadmead Leisure stated that this is not a legal requirement (which the Clerk will investigate). Broadmead Leisure can undertake a regular play area inspection and carry out routine smaller maintenance works at a cost of £95 if done quarterly, or £75 if done bi-monthly. Recommendation/Action: Cllr Watley proposed a bi-monthly inspection be carried out subject to the legalities. Clerk to contact the Insurance Company as well as obtain the general advice on this matter before placing the order with Broadmead Leisure.

Addendum: The Insurance Company and the general information was that it is not a legal requirement and the Insurance Company was happy with the Council having bi-monthly external inspections instead.

0519
Blackmore Football Goal Posts, Walter Hobbs – Cllr Cannon advised that the Football Club now only require three sets of goal posts (not five as previously mentioned). The Club had secured a grant for £1200.00 per pair of wheeled, removable goal posts. The purchase cost is £2,800.00 per pair, showing a deficit of £1600.00 per pair.

The RFO produced the minutes of a previous Village Hall Committee meeting where this was discussed. She said that initially the Football Club had said that the goal posts would cost £1500.00 per pair and not £2,800.00 which is considerably higher. Cllr Cannon said that the £1500.00 item would not be robust enough and the sturdier more expensive ‘premium’ goal posts would be required. Also, originally the contribution asked of the PC was 25%.


Action: The Parish Council proposed that it would still consider 25%, however, it would need a new proposal from the Village Hall/Football Club outlining the exact details so it could be considered. The PC also wished to have it clarified who would be responsible for insuring them and where these would be stored. 
0520
CLERK’S REPORT –  
· The Standing Orders, Code of Conduct and Financial Regulations are being reviewed. The 
Clerk will update the Council as updates are received.

· Zoom/Remote meetings – NALC are lobbying Parliament to allow Parish Councils to hold 
remote meetings to conduct its business. The Clerk will provide further updates as they arise. 
In the meantime, as proposed by the Chairman, and unanimously agreed, the PC would 
continue to hold its committee meetings over Zoom due to better availability and higher 
attendance as sometimes Committees were barely quorate during face-to-face meetings. 
The Clerk would provide meeting links to any member of the public (or Press) who wished 
to join the meeting. All Ordinary Parish Council meetings would remain face-to-face and held 
at the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall. It was also noted that it was the PC’s practise that all 
decisions and expenditure recommendations of Committees were added to the Ordinary PC 
meetings for discussion and ratification. Action: The Clerk will purchase one Zoom Licence 
as opposed to the two licences it had previously held.
0521
Date of next meeting(s):

Planning – Monday 31st July 2023 at 10.00 am – Zoom.


Policy & Resources (P&R) – Thursday 17th August 2023 at 7.00pm – Tipps Cross R Hall Committee Room. 

POS – Monday 18th September 2023– 10.00am – Zoom. (The Clerk tendered her apologies as she is on annual leave). The RFO will take the minutes.


PC Ordinary meeting – Thursday 21st September 2023 – 7.30pm – Tipps Cross R Hall Committee Room. (The Clerk tendered her apologies as she is on annual leave). The RFO will take the minutes.

0522
INFORMATION EXCHANGE/NEXT AGENDA

Millennium field – With approval from Cllr Keeble, Cllr Lockhart had donated and planted a small Oak tree sapling on the corner of the Millennium field.  


Brambles and overgrown shrubbery at Ted Marriage playing field – Cllr Lockhart and the Clerk will meet with contractors, including MDL, to obtain quotations to tackle the brambles and overgrowth which is encroaching the field.  Quotes to be presented.  
Village Beacon – Cllr Cannon said that the brazier needed re-painting with black enamel paint ahead of any planned use. Cllr Cannon will obtain a price from Greg as well as obtain prices for the JCB required.     

Merchant Navy Day 3rd September ‘23 - Cllr Keeble will discuss this with Ron Quested and the Vicar to organise a service.
Missing pointer from the finger post at Blackmore Village Hall – (this was installed by ECC). Missing finger: This finger points towards Chelmsford. Cllr Wagland and the Clerk said that this would need reporting on the ECC interactive ‘report it’ map. Cllr’s were sent the link by the Clerk recently. Cllr Wagland mentioned that it could possibly fall within a Locality Fund project. 

Large fly tip at Spriggs Lane reported by Cllr Keeble. He’ll monitor this.

Weed Killer for Walter Hobbs play area surfacing – Cllr Keeble will order 5 litres of weed killer at a cost of £50.88 (including post and packing). The RFO will reimburse him.
S- Type Security Ltd – Cllr Keeble asked the Clerk to supply their contact details.


CLOSE OF MEETING – 

There being no further business the meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.10 pm

Signed……………………………………………… Dated……………………………………

